
Syllable Type Baseball
Coaches train players to recognize pitcher clues.  This game trains players to recognize syllable clues!

Batters learn to “read” pitchers the way we read syllables.  
They may recognize a certain way a pitcher looks when he’s about to pitch a curve ball.  

If they notice, they’ll be ready.  When you recognize syllable type clues, 
challenging words will be much easier to read and to spell.

Directions:
•   Cut out the word cards  and place them upside down in a pile on the “Pitcher’s Word Mound” or 

on the table below the game board.  
•   Place the four runner cards at home plate and spread out the syllable type cards to one side.
•   In each turn, the player at bat draws the top word card.  Next the player decides what is the syllable type of the underlined 

syllable.  The Syllable Type cards will give hints as well as directions for how to move around the bases if that turns out to 
be the syllable type of the underlined syllable.

•   Finally, the word is placed on a runner card and moved around the number of bases indicated on the Syllable Type card. 
•   All runner cards that are already on base move when pushed ahead by the word just behind them.  Once pushed to home 

base they score a run.
•   Each player gets to play four word cards for each time at bat.  The winner is the one with most runs when time is up.

Syllable Type Runner Cards to cut out and laminate 
for Syllable Type Baseball

Syllable Type Runner Cards to cut out and laminate 
for Syllable Type Baseball



Open Syllable
Words

spiral because raven
Open Syllable

Words wading pilot human

Closed Syllable
Words

pretzel tennis trumpet
Closed Syllable

Words invented stranded pumpkin

Magic-e 
Words

complete capsize umpire
Magic-e 
Words beside reptile timeless

R-controlled
Words

monster cider scooter
R-controlled

Words circus farmer disturb

Vowel Team
Words

beaver exclaim cartoon
Vowel Team

Words pointed maybe laundry

C-le
Words

baffle sprinkle rumble
C-le

Words saddle eagle riddle





1. Open Syllable - 
no door!

A vowel that’s last 
says its name with a blast!

               fly

Hit a fly ball!  
Go around the bases, and 

anyone on base gets a run.

2. Closed Syllable

Vowels closed in by consonant 
doors can only say their 

short sounds.

            cat

Closed in at first

3. Vowel-consonant-e 
Syllable

A magic-e at the end makes 
the vowel long.                   

                                   kite

Strike out; no one moves.

4. Vowel Team syllable

Vowels team up to
make one sound. 

                     boat

Team play; all players take 
two bases.

5. R-Controlled Syllable 

Bossy R makes vowels 
sound his way.                                       

    horse

Runner slides into third.

6. Consonant-le Syllable

Every syllable needs a vowel, and 
e helps an l-blend obey that rule.                       

   puzzle

Pitcher fumbles; runner 
gets to first base.




