
Secure Your Flight with 
R-Controlled Boarding 

 
 

In this game no one can board a plane without a boarding pass, but the only way to get one 
is to draw a word from the word pile and find the pass that matches the spelling and sound of 
the r-controlled phonogram in the drawn word.   

Before play, review all the r-controlled phonograms making the sounds of /er/, /or/, and 
/ar/ that have been taught so far.   Spread out the boarding passes face up so that the ones 
that sound the same are grouped together.  Players place markers on the plane or train icons at 
one corner or the other of the Travel the World Chart printed below.  The goal is to get to the 
opposite corner of the board before one’s opponent can do the same. 

Print, laminate, and cut out the playing cards, Boarding Passes, and Travel the World Chart.  
Keep the two sets of words separate so that the game can be played with one set or the other.  
If you print the two pages in different colors, the separation may be easier to maintain.   

Before play, pile one set of words with the r-controlled spellings you have studied so far 
upside down next to the game board.  Next, lay out the boarding passes for the r-controlled 
spellings you have studied, face up near the word cards.  Each player should be given as many 
markers as is appropriate for the amount of time available to play.  In each turn players draw a 
word card and pick up the boarding card that matches both sound and spelling of the r-
controlled spelling in the drawn word.  Only then can they “board a plane or a train” and take 
their marker three steps toward the opposite corner of the world.  Extra hops can be taken 
when another playing piece is met as in traditional Chinese Checkers.  Hopping over a piece, 
however, does not remove it from play.   The winner is the one who gets all of his or her markers 
to the opposite corner of the world first. 

 



Secure Your Flight with an R-Control Boarding Pass 
R-Control Boarding Pass    

 

 ar        Sounds like the ar in car  

R-Control Boarding Pass 

 ir                 Sounds like the ir in bird 

                  R-Control Boarding Pass    

 er      Sounds like the ir in bird 

R-Control Boarding Pass 

 ear      Sounds like the ir in bird 
R-Control Boarding Pass    

 or        Sounds like the ir in bird 

R-Control Boarding Pass  

 ur     Sounds like the ir in bird 
R-Control Boarding Pass  

 or      Sounds like the or in horse 

R-Control Boarding Pass  

 oar   Sounds like the or in horse 



 

Word Cards for R-Controlled Boarding - Set One 
 

march 
 

scar 
 

starlit 
 

 

whirl 
 

chirp 
 

bird 
 

 

lantern 
 

smaller 
 

driver 
 

 

early 
 

pearl 
 

learn 
 

 

doctor 
 

 

world 
 

worm 
 

curly 
 

turtle 
 

sturdy 
 

 

lord 
 

storm 
 

scorn 
 

 

soar 
 

 

roar 
 

board 
 

 



Word Cards for R-Controlled Boarding - Set Two 
 

yard 

 

marble 

 

starch 
 

 

shirt 

 

first 

 

third 
 

 

swimmer 

 

finger 

 

rooster 
 

 

earth 

 

heard 

 

search 
 

 

word 

 

work 

 

rumor 
 

 

church 

 

churn 

 

blur 
 

 

horse 

 

short 

 

scorch 
 

 

oars 

 

boar 

 

coarse 
 

 



                 

          
          
          

          
          
          
          
          



 


